Small group optional guide: BEHOLD Advent week 3

UP; we grow in our love for Jesus through the word & worship
WORD: Chris: Behold, the New Has Come - 2 Corinthians 5:17

We are called to stop and behold the radical newness that comes through Jesus
Christ. Using the wonder of welcoming a newborn child, new life changes
everything. In the same way—but infinitely more profound—the birth of Jesus
marks the beginning of God’s plan to bring new life and eternal change to
humanity.

2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Paul writes these words to a divided
church, reminding them that reconciliation with God through Christ leads to
transformed lives and reconciled relationships. Becoming a Christian is not simply
moral improvement; it is a divine act of re-creation through the Holy Spirit.

Here are three key implications of this verse.

1) through Jesus we can be reconciled to God. Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection
restore our broken relationship with God and remove the hostility caused by sin
(John 3:16). Those who believe are made right with God forever and entrusted with
the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

2) believers become a new creation. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we are
“born again,” transferred from the realm of sin and death into the realm of life and
righteousness in Christ (Romans 6). This new life brings a new identity, new desires,
and a new purpose—to live for Christ rather than for ourselves.

3) Jesus is God’s greatest gift. This gift came at great cost: Christ became sin for us
so that we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). The
sermon ends by inviting listeners to behold Jesus with wonder, receive His gift, and
enter into a living relationship with Him this Christmas.

Discussion Questions:

» “Behold, the new has come.” What stands out to you about Paul’s description of
becoming a new creation in Christ?

» Are there areas where you still relate to God more out of fear, guilt, or striving
than grace?

» As people who are reconciled to God, we are called Christ’s ambassadors. What
might it look like, to share the message of reconciliation with others during the
Christmas season?

Ricky: Behold the Love of God in Jesus - 1 John 3:1

Let’s truly behold the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ. Drawing on the powerful

...image of a parent gazing at their newborn child, to behold is more than
stopping—it is giving something our full attention and wonder.

1 John 3:1: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are.” focus especially on the phrase, “what kind
of love”, recognising that God’s love is fundamentally different from human love.
While earthly love is often imperfect and conditional, God’s love is pure, initiating,
and undeserved.

While we project our own experiences of love onto God, scripture reveals the true
nature of the Father’s love. Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15) illustrates a
Father who runs toward his broken child, asks for nothing in return, and restores
him fully. This reflects God’s heart toward us.

The clearest expression of this love is found in Jesus Himself. God enters the world
as a baby (Isaiah 9:6), lives among His creation, and ultimately gives His life for us
(Romans 5:8). Through Christ’s death and resurrection, believers share in victory
over sin and death (1 Corinthians 15). We were “bought with a price,” and that
price—the life of the Son of God—reveals our immeasurable worth.

As believers we are adopted as children of God — this is astounding truth! This
identity shapes how we live and love others, as we reflect the Father’s love to the
world.

Discussion Questions

» What might it look like for you to intentionally stop and focus on Him this
Advent season?

» How does God’s love, shown through Jesus, challenge or reshape your
understanding of love based on your own life experiences?

» John says that we are not only called children of God, but that we are children of
God. How might your daily life, decisions, or relationships change if you
genuinely lived from this identity as a son or daughter of the Father?

Worship songs from Sunday:

How great is our God / 10,000 reasons / Jesus Messiah / Goodness of God
IN; we connect and learn to love one another

Use the questions to pray for one another to apply the word of God.
OUT; we reach out to show people outside of JCC that God loves them

1) Who will you invite non-Christians to our carol service? (info on the next page)

Write a list and pray for the them, we have faith to see salvation at the Carol’s
service! We currently have 273 tickets booked and capacity for 400! Please get
inviting!



Jubilee Christmas Carols is always one of the highlights of the year, and not to be missed! Invite your friends to join us for what
is sure to be a special time for all. You can expect a modern take on old carols, with opportunity to sing, reflect and enjoy a
night of Christmas cheer. Last year we were extremely busy, so to secure your place, please sign up now through our website
calendar, featured events. This is a great opportunity to invite non-Christians to hear the gospel!

Saturday, 20" December 6:00pm - 7:15pm
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good news of great joy
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