
Small group optional guide: BEHOLD Advent week 1

UP; we grow in our love for Jesus through the word & worship

WORD: 

Will’s preach “Behold: Signs & Promises (Isaiah 7:14)”

Advent invites us not simply to stop but to behold—to pause with intention, 
attention, and awe. Just as we wouldn’t casually glance at Niagara Falls or the 
Grand Canyon, God calls us to slow down long enough to truly see Him. 

In Isaiah 7, a faithless king named Ahaz is given a divine offer: “Ask for a sign.” God 
extends mercy to a man determined to trust in everything but God. Ahaz refuses in 
mock humility, not because he values obedience, but because his allegiance has 
already shifted to the idols of Assyria.

Yet God responds not with judgment, but with grace: “The Lord Himself will give 
you a sign… the virgin shall conceive… and shall call his name Immanuel.” The sign 
is not primarily the baby, but the name—the promise of God’s presence among His 
people. Ahaz missed the chance to behold this promise; his heart was set 
elsewhere.

Seven hundred years later, Matthew reveals that this promise finds its fulfilment in 
Jesus. The original sign to Ahaz becomes a global promise to all who look to Christ. 
In Him, God is both with us (Immanuel) and saving us (Jesus). The call of Advent is 
to stop, behold, and respond—not with hollow religious motions or self-made 
security, but with surrendered awe. The signs have been given, the promises 
fulfilled, and the invitation extended: Will we stop long enough to truly behold the 
God who has drawn near?

Application Questions

➢ Where do you see yourself relying on “Assyria”—your own strength, plans, or 
securities—rather than trusting God’s promises?

➢ What intentional practice could help you “behold” Christ more deeply this 
Advent season?

Discussion Questions

➢ Why do you think Ahaz rejected the sign God offered? What parallels do you see 
in modern Christian life?

➢ How does understanding Jesus as both Immanuel and Saviour shape your 
experience of Advent?

Kim’s preach “Behold: Good News of Great Joy (Luke 2:10)”

When the angel appears to the shepherds in Luke 2:10, the first words spoken are, 
“Fear not, for behold…” Before announcing the good news, God commands…

(continued)…attention. Behold means “stop, look closer, don’t miss this.” The 
shepherds were ordinary people living ordinary routines, yet God interrupts their 
night with a holy summons. He wants them—and us—to pause long enough to see 
what He is doing.

Just like we stop to admire a newborn when parents at church introduce their child, 
God invites us to stop and behold His Son. The birth of Jesus is not merely a 
significant moment; it is the arrival of the Saviour for all people. But receiving this 
gift requires more than a passing glance—it calls us to stop following our own path 
and welcome Christ into our lives.

Children often slow us down to see the beauty we overlook—feathers, stones, 
small wonders that adults hurry past. God designed this intentional slowness to 
teach us something. In the same way, Jesus’ birth slows humanity down. Before 
Jesus came, people were busy with their own plans; His arrival interrupts those 
plans with something far better.

The angel’s announcement is not only news—it is joy. Not fleeting happiness, but 
long-lasting, supernatural joy rooted in a Saviour whose love endures forever. God’s 
plan may feel unfamiliar, even disruptive, but it is good. Advent is an invitation to 
stop, behold, and respond with childlike wonder as the shepherds did.

Application Questions

➢ What habits or routines in your life keep you from slowing down to behold 
Jesus?

➢ How might you build intentional “holy interruptions” into this Advent season?

Discussion Questions

➢ Why do you think God chose shepherds—busy, ordinary people—for this 
announcement?

➢ How is joy different from happiness in your everyday life?

Worship songs from Sunday:

In Christ Alone / Jesus Have It All / All The Earth / Behold The Lamb of God

IN; we connect and learn to love one another

Use the questions to pray for one another to apply the word of God.

 OUT; we reach out to show people outside of JCC that God loves them 

1) Who will you invite non-Christians to our carol service? (info on the next page)

Write a list and pray for the them, we have faith to see salvation at the Carol’s 
service!

2) We potentially have 5 care homes that will be receiving our Christmas in a box 
carol service this year, please pray for salvation in the care homes!



Jubilee Christmas Carols is always one of the highlights of the year, and not to be missed! Invite your friends to join us for what 
is sure to be a special time for all. You can expect a modern take on old carols, with opportunity to sing, reflect and enjoy a 

night of Christmas cheer. Last year we were extremely busy, so to secure your place, please  sign up now through our website 
calendar, featured events. This is a great opportunity to invite non-Christians to hear the gospel!

Saturday, 20th December 6:00pm - 7:15pm
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